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Question One 
What are the Objectives? 


Answer 


* To open up a democratic discussion on the question 
of freedom of broadcast information. 


* To determine in what ways views on freedom and 
“balance’’ need to be modified in the light of 
technological and audience changes of the past two 
decades. 


* To acquire an overview of freedom of information 
in Canada, today. 


* To learn from problems of the past, eg. — Air of 
Death — Montreal Bill 22 — Halifax, Miles for 
Millions — but not to dwell on them. 


-“ To concentrate on positive trends and how they can 
be encouraged. To assist broadcast journalists and 
producers to explore the problem areas of our 
society with ideas, initiative, creativity — not to 
hamper or discourage them. 


* By exploring trends in programming, to develop the 
ability to anticipate developments and prepare for 
them. 


Question Two 


Will there be a Public Hearing? 


Answer 


*The Task Force is conducting a study of the 


question through examining the records, talking 
with members of the public, with broadcasters and 
other people in the media. 


* If their findings, plus circumstances, suggest that it 


would be useful, there will be a Public Hearing, 
preceded by a series of consultation meetings with 
interested members of the public in various parts of 
Canada. 


* Such a Public Hearing would deal with the general 


question of Freedom of Broadcast Information and 
not with particular cases. 


* The Hearing will be concerned with principles and 


objectives, not with a hunt for scapegoats. 


* The Hearing will place primary emphasis on giving 


members of the Canadian public a chance to 
express their views, while also giving professional 
broadcasters a chance to give their viewpoints. 


* An important work of the Task Force is to inform 


the public and increase awareness On the subject of 
freedom of broadcast information. A Public 
Hearing would be a continuation of this process. 


“The CRTC is seeking better practical procedures to 


deal with charges of lack of freedom in broadcast 
information, based on improved knowledge and 
understanding. 


Question Three 


What wiil be the results of this Enquiry? 


Answer 


* A sustained information campaign involving the 


public and the media. 


* A democratic debate on the subject of freedom of 


broadcast information. 


* A concensus that censorship is not the way. 


* Concern with areas of information that should be 


covered more broadly and in greater depth. 


* An understanding of differences between various 


formats of information programming, and their 
effects on this question. 


*In addition to the Broadcasting Act and the 


regulatory authority of the CRTC, there is also its 
supervisory function in which it draws on knowl- 
edge and moral authority to act in the public 
interest. How can the supervisory role assist free- 
dom of broadcast information? 


* Discovery of improved practical methods within the 


CRTC for dealing with complaints on this subject. 


* Clarification of political aspects of freedom of 


broadcast information. 


* A statement by the CRTC on the subject of 


freedom of broadcast information, if the previous 
steps of the enquiry suggest it would be desirable. 


Terms of Reference 


(A) General 


2. (c) 


2. (d) 


(B) Specific 


programs. 


Title: The name of the Task Force shall be: 
Task Force on Freedom of Broadcast 
Information 


1. To study, analyse and report on the application of 
these terms of the Broadcasting Act, 1968: 


all persons licensed to carry on 
broadcasting undertakings have a re- 
sponsibility for programs they broad- 
cast, but the right to freedom of 
expression and the right of persons 
to receive programs, subject only to 
generally applicable statutes and reg- 
ulations, is unquestioned; 

the programming provided by the 
Canadian broadcasting system should 
be varied and comprehensive and 
should provide reasonable, balanced 
opportunity for the expression of 
differing views on matters of public 
concern...” 


2. To stimulate public discussion on the possibilities 
and constraints of freedom of broadcast informa- 
tion in a social and technological context modified 
by a decade of rapid change. 


3. To recommend to the Commission ways and 
means to ensure that freedom of broadcast infor- 
mation will be maintained while ensuring that 
members of the public will have the opportunity 
to be informed on, and to discuss, controversial 
matters of importance to the community. 


4. To concentrate attention on news, public affairs, 
advocacy advertizing, open line and documentary | 


. TO prepare a series of background papers on 
freedom of broadcast information, its possibilities 
and constraints. 


. To conduct a qualitative examination of public 
views on this subject through discussions with 
members of the general public, as well as with 
media specialists, through informal discussions, 
and to report to us on the views expressed. 


. To develop and propose policies and practices to 
be used by the CRTC in dealing with complaints 
of lack of balance in broadcast presentation of 
news and opinion, so that it will be possible to 
achieve improved standards, to recognize trends, 
and thus to have the means for dealing with 
controversial issues of public interest in a manner 
consistent with the Act’s requirement of balance. 


. TO propose ways to improve and extend the body 
of criticism available so that the improvement of 
standards in broadcast information will constantly 
be encouraged. 


. To study the means available to the CRTC, such as 
public hearings and policy statements, to consult 
with the public and to inform the public con- 
cerning the regulatory and supervisory roles of the 
Commission in this area. 


For additional information 
or to submit your views, write to: 


Task Force on Freedom of Broadcast Information 
CRTC 

100 Metcalfe Street 

Ottawa, Canada 

K1A ON2 
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